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Contact:  Kathy Mellott    301-780-6770

SOMETHING WORTH HEARING…

On Saturday, May 24th, 2003, Kathy Mellott was conferred the degree of Doctor of Audiology on stage at the Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts in Philadelphia, PA. After completing a comprehensive program of post-Master's distance learning in Audiology, Kathy, a resident of Beltsville, MD joined 92 other Doctors of Audiology to receive their diplomas and spruce green hoods, in front of family and friends. 

The graduation program was the culmination of three days of recognition and celebration in Philadelphia. On Thursday evening, PCO's School of Audiology held a reception and awards banquet for the new graduates. The special guest for the evening was Benjamin Franklin, who delighted the participants with stories of his travels and accomplishments. He reminded the group that his 300th birthday is in three years, so "there is plenty of time to shop for a gift". On Friday, a tour was given of the new facility for residential study of Audiology at the Pennsylvania College of Optometry School of Audiology, with special emphasis on on-going research activities at the college. 

Dr. Mellott obtained her Master's of Science degree in Audiology from Towson State University in 1977. The entry level for licensure in audiology has been a Master's Degree since the 1970's. However, beginning in 2007, the Doctor of Audiology will be the minimum requirement to practice Audiology. It has been difficult in the past for a practicing audiologist to obtain the education necessary to fulfill the new requirement, without quitting work. With the advent of distance learning, courses can be taken online without a major disruption in daily life. Each candidate is required to take a minimum of 12 doctoral-level courses to complete the degree. Each course includes weekly online classtime, threaded discussions by the instructors and classmates, online lectures, reading assignments, written assignments which are uploaded to the PCO website, and midterm and final exams. A passing grade on a 3-hour proctored comprehensive examination, which covers questions from every course offered by the school, whether required or not, was necessary to complete the program. 

Dr. Mellott is a private practice audiologist, with 3 offices in Prince George's and Montgomery Counties. Dr. Mellott is a Fellow of the American Academy of Audiology, and is Board Certified in Audiology. 

Although Dr. Mellott has a firm scientific foundation concerning audiology, it is her practical experience and caring nature that truly sets her apart from others in her field. As her patients testify, she is not only concerned with fitting a hearing aid. Kathy is concerned with your hearing as it relates to your overall quality of life. This is evidenced by the articles and publications Dr. Mellott has written and distributed. Such publications include: “Hearing Help for the Holidays”, “Are All Hearing Aids the Same?” and “Hearing Aids Can Help You Live Life to the Fullest”. 

Dr. Mellott would like to thank her patients for their continued support during this time, she would also like to invite others with questions or hearing concerns to call her at 301-780-6770.
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